LESSON  # 30   (9-28-03)
THE  FIFTH  FLOOR   -   DOCTRINAL  ADVANCE

1. The fifth floor is the most important because it is where Bible doctrine is perceived (gnosis), metabolized (epignosis), and applied.  Therefore we call it the floor of DOCTRINAL ADVANCE.

2. The first four floors support the function of the fifth, and the following floors result from the function of the fifth one. 

3.   The reason we are left on planet earth is to Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, II Peter 3:18.  The function of the fifth floor is the only way to do this.

4.   Unbelievers can understand and choose to accept the Laws of  Divine Establishment, or the moral code, under which civilized nations are founded.   But they cannot understand the spiritual truths in the Bible, I Cor. 2:14.  No unbeliever can understand the Bible, but every believer can.

5.   Bible doctrine surpasses any subject taught in school or college  because it is supernatural information beyond the range of human   intelligence or empirical powers.

6.   Doctrinal advance is more than learning and reciting academic subjects; it constitutes a way of life  which generates spiritual   momentum in the lives of believers.                                              
7.   YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  DOCTRINE                                                

     IS  YOUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  GOD !

8.   We are commanded to consistently learn God’s Word:

Matt. 4:4 -  . . . It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

      Heb.5:13-14 - Anyone who lives on milk [Bible stories], being still an infant [spiritually], is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  But solid food [ICE teaching] is for the mature [spiritually], who by constant use [of pos.vol.] have trainedthemselves [self-discipline] to distinguish good from evil.

LESSON  # 31   (10-5-03)
   2 Tim. 2:15  -  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

      Rom. 15:4 -  For everything that was written in the past  was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

   Tim. 3:16-17 - All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be complete,  thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
                          

    Heb. 10:25  -  Stop forsaking the assembling together of yourselves [for Bible 

    class] as the manner of some is . . .
5. The first four floors of the Divine Domain provide the power, objectivity, and teachability needed for the intake of doctrine so  that the believer has the momentum to move forward.

6. Without spiritual momentum, the believer’s life starts to stagnate, and his soul fills with human viewpoint.   Even when everything is going great, something isn’t right; something is missing: 

a) Purpose  -  Not getting the “Big Picture” and concen-trating on the details of life makes one wonder what life is all about. There is no sense of direction or purpose.

LESSON  # 32   (10-12-03)

Rom. 12:1-2  -  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye  present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy [ set apart],  acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.   And be not conformed to this world [ thinking human viewpoint ]: but be  transformed [from human to divine viewpoint ] by the renewing of your mind [ by the intake of B.D.], that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

b) Courage - Most people go through life being afraid  of one thing or another, but that is not God’s desire for us.

Joshua 1:9  -  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong  and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be dis -couraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.

Deut. 20:1, Psa. 27:1-2, 46: 1-2, 56:2-4, Isa. 41:10, Heb. 13:6
c) Confidence  - This is not a cocky assurance in self, but rather, a sureness and a confidence based on the infallible Word of God.

Heb. 10:35  -  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompence of reward.

I Jn. 2:28   -  And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.

LESSON  # 33   (10-19-03)
d) PEACE / STABILITY  OF  MIND  - This is something that everyone wants but few have, even though it’s free.                

        

Isa. 33:6  -  He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.




Isa. 26:3‑4  ‑  You will keep him in perfect peace whose 

                mind is stayed on You; because he trusts in You. Trust in  

                the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah everlasting  strength.

 Phil. 4: 7  -  In fact, the peace from God which surpasses all understanding shall keep guard over your hearts  [kardia - dominate portion of the soul] and minds [thoughts] in Christ Jesus. 

               John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace [ tranquility, harmony, RMA] I give to you.  I do not give to you as the  world gives [human viewpoint, religion, legalism, works] . Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

7. As doctrine accumulates in your soul, the Holy Spirit uses that doctrine to increase your capacity to understand more doctrine. The  more you learn, the more you can learn, so doctrine builds on doctrine.

8. We depend on the Holy Spirit in order to 1) Understand doctrine  2)  Retain doctrine and 3) Apply doctrine.  This means that doctrine can be rejected during any one of these functions or in all three.   

9. After salvation, believers must sooner or later answer the question, “Why am I still here?”  Until that question is answered, they will remain confused, they will lack direction, they will be unstable, and they will remain in spiritual childhood.


LESSON  # 34   (10-26-03)
                           WHAT  ARE  YOU  SEEKING ?
1. God has revealed Himself in creation and in His Word.  Unless people are mentally incompetent, every person on this planet will choose to seek God or not.  Two categories of seeking God:

a) Seeking God for salvation. How long does it take to be saved?  An instant.
Jer.29:13  -  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
b) Seeking God after salvation. How long does that take?  A lifetime

Ps.119:2  -   Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.

Ps.119:10  -  I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.

Ps.119:58  -  I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise.
2. Few believers continue to “seek after God with all their heart” after they are saved.

a) They don’t want to spend the time and effort.  What they want is an instant fix for their problems, and why not?

b) We have instant coffee, instant oatmeal, instamatic cameras, instant pudding, microwave ovens, and automatic dishwashers.  We have drive through for fast food, drive through car-washes, drive through pharmacies, and drive through banking with instant money at ATMs.  So, why not have instant, supersonic spiritual solutions?

c) People want instant joy and +H in their lives without seeking God. 

d)  But there is no magic wand,  no sensational sermon,  no superpowerful pill, no remarkable ritual, no extraordinary experience, and no shortcut  that will bring lasting peace and contentment.

e)  We cannot glorify God or receive escrow blessings by learning a few verses or going to church whenever it suits our fancy.   THERE IS A WHOLE BODY OF TRUTH THAT MUST BE LEARNED AND APPLIED !

3.   Ignorance is the enemy !   Hosea 4:6 - My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

      We are all born ignorant, but we make decisions every day to stay that way or to learn how to live a  life that is fantastic for us and pleasing to God.

4.  Illustration:  Health and nutrition compared to our spiritual life:  
a) We grow up acquiring the diet and health habits of our parents.

We grow up acquiring the “religious routines” of our parents.

b) When we leave home, we chose to continue those habits or form new ones.

When we leave home, our worship remains the same or we change it.
c) There is a body of truth about health and nutrition that must be learned and applied in order to be physically healthy, and the same is true to be spiritually healthy.

d) If you make uninformed decisions about physical food, you suffer physically.

If you make uninformed decisions about spiritual food, you suffer spiritually.

e) Everyday, you decide what goes into your stomach.

Everyday, you decide what goes into your soul.

f) There is a lot of propaganda and deception in food and drug advertising.

There is a lot of false doctrine and deception on TV, radio, books, and churches.

g) The natural inclination is to follow the crowd, do what everyone else does:

Remember, most people are not healthy.  Remember, most people aren’t going to heaven.

Matt. 7:13-14  -  Enter through the narrow gate [gospel].   For wide is the gate 

[religion] and broad is the road that leads to [eternal] destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to [eternal] life, and only a few find it.

LESSON  # 35   (11-2-03)
5.   We have been focusing on spiritual momentum.  The positive volition of spiritual momentum could also be referred to as a zeal, hunger, eagerness, passion or desire.  God has designed us to be creatures with passion and desire, and the only thing that truly satisfies us is Him.  

a) When we turn our backs on doctrine, we are turning our backs on a relationship with 

God. So we redirect our passion and it temporarily allows us to escape the pain of our isolation from God. In essence, we exchange the one true God for a false god.  But there's always a price to pay.

b) We mistakenly belief that we can find true satisfaction by taking matters into our own hands and by treating our desires and passions as mere physical appetites. 

c) The root of the problem is idolatry. Idolatry is the worship of anything or anyone other than  the one true God.  The New Testament goes so far as to say that misdirected passions are idolatry, Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5.

d) When adversity takes its toll on us, rather than placing our burden on God, we try to solve the problem ourselves with a temporary physical fix.  But the passionate desire for intimacy with God is too deeply imbedded in the human heart for that to work.  Why don’t we turn it over to the Lord?  Because we really don’t trust Him to handle our problems.  

e)  Psa. 37:4 -  Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give  you the desires of your heart" 

     This doesn't mean that if we delight in God, we will get whatever we want. It does mean,  however, that God is so good, so loving, so powerful, so close to us, and so committed to our well-being, that only He can satisfy our deepest longings.

  LESSON  # 36   (11-9-03)
f)  John Piper in his book Desiring God writes, "The great hindrance to worship is not that we are a pleasure-seeking people, but that we are willing to settle for such pitiful  pleasures"

h) Considering what God has offered to us for seeking a  deepening relationship with Him, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  It is the difference between desiring mud pies or holidays on the beach.

i) God always allows our volition to function and if we continue to seek happiness and satisfaction by fulfilling our lusts, He will give us over to the control of sinful things that we prefer more than Him.

                                  ___________END of WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING?____________

RESUMING  5TH FLOOR DIVINE DOMAIN:   DOCTRINAL ADVANCE
14. Volition is always the key factor.  God’s system is designed to be self-motivating once you are inside of it. But no one can force you to be interested in doctrine or to obey God’s commands.

15.The concentration of a new believer is usually weak, therefore he can easily become indifferent, distracted, or led astray.

16.Most believers have a burst of enthusiasm towards their spiritual 

life right after they are saved, but it is usually short-lived because it is based on emotions.  If they don’t receive good teaching soon, their motivation is lost, and they revert back to their old familiar routine where God and His Word are left out.

17.Many believers try to keep spiritual momentum going through    

emotional stimulation, but that is a cheap and hollow substitute for true momentum that comes from learning doctrine. 

18. Going to church out of habit or as a matter of routine without truly being interested or having proper motivation gets you nowhere.  That is being a hearer of the Word, not a doer of the Word.     

LESSON  # 37   (11-16-03)
James 1:22  -  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.   Do [pres. mid. imp.] what it says.

a) “merely listen to the word” is only gnosis knowledge. Those who listen but lack one of the following, deceive themselves:

1)   Great hunger or eagerness for the Word being taught

2)   Humility 

3)   Concentration

4)   Being filled with the Holy Spirit

b) “deceive yourselves”  How?  By thinking that just warming a pew means automatic blessing and spiritual growth.  Some try to convince themselves that they are happy without epignosis doctrine in their souls. 

c) “do what it says”  is not just the overt action of obeying commands.  It is:  1) Getting into God’s Word,   2) Building an edification complex in your soul, and   3) Advancing to the top floor of the Divine Domain.


     HEARERS   AND   DOERS

    Dead or Dynamic,  Lesson 37,  Page 32

1. Metaphor   -   the application of a word or a phrase used to suggest a comparison with another object or concept.

2. The Mirror Metaphor:  Mirrors in the ancient world were made out of polished metal and had to be polished daily, analogous to the daily perception and metabolization of doctrine.

3. The mirror in our verse refers to Bible doctrine.  Usually, people use mirrors for self-analysis.  The believer looks into the mirror of God’s Word for the purpose of analyzing his life with biblical accuracy.

4. Objective and accurate self-analysis is a part of the application of doctrine to experience.  The accurate application of doctrine to experience is directional and includes four categories:



    (a)  Toward God, James 4:6-8; 2:19-26.


    (b)  Toward people, James 2:1-13.


    (c)  Toward self, James 1:23-25,  the mirror 

                            metaphor.

 (d)  Toward prayer, James 4:3; 5:16-18.
5.  The mirror metaphor is the application of Bible doctrine toward yourself.  Self-analysis rather than self-absorption is objectivity.  Every believer can use the privacy of his priesthood for objective self-analysis, which avoids the subjective self-analysis related to arrogance and running to someone else for counseling.  

LESSON  # 38   (11-23-03)        HEARERS  &  DOERS  Continued

6.   James 1:23-24  makes a comparison between a “hearer” of the Word and a “doer” of the Word. 

“Hearer” of the Word:

1)  Hearers of the Word fail to create a mirror in their souls in which they can analyze their lives from the privacy of their own priesthoods. They hear the Word taught, but they do not believe it.  Therefore, they lack the absolute source of truth that is needed for accurate self-analysis.

2) Losers look in the Bible to justify something they are doing that is wrong.  Others look in the Word of God to admire themselves.  We all get different impressions by looking into a mirror.   When you look into the mirror alone, it is like reading the Bible for yourself.  Someone else looking into the mirror with you and describing what you look like is like the pastor teaching BD.

3) Hearing the Word without being positive to doctrine causes the loser-believer to reject any doctrinal teaching that might condemn him.

4) The hearer of the Word generally lies to himself.  He sees something in the word of God but says to himself that it does not really apply to him, when in fact it does.  When you are full of self-

      justification, it is inevitable that you will deceive yourself.

5) The hearer glances at himself in the mirror and rejects what he sees because it is very unflattering.  He claims that something must be wrong with the messenger or the message, but surly not him.

6) The less amount of doctrine you have in your soul, the more foggy the mirror, and you cannot see yourself as you really are. The fact that the hearer immediately forgets what he saw means that the doctrine that was taught did not register with him.  

7) Hearers only produce wood, hay, and stubble which are human good, dead works and evil.

7.  James 1:25  focuses on the “Doer” of the Word

1) When you are positive to doctrine, you see yourself as you really are.  You are not commanded by God to get counseling from others.  You are commanded to analyze yourself and apply doctrine to your own experience.  God designed you to be spiritually self-sustaining. 

2) Doers of the Word look intently at the mirror which means to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to concentrate as you consistently take in the Word of God.

3) The doer recognizes that the Bible is the only the textbook for the objective and accurate self-analysis.   If you make the right decisions from your self-analysis you will have self-respect or spiritual self-esteem.

4) Doers of the Word take advantage of the perfect law of freedom, which refers to the Word of God.  God has provided true equal opportunity and true freedom for every Church Age believer to learn Bible doctrine.

5) John 8:32 – You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.  Only God can provide true equality and true freedom because He is infinitely fair and just.   The Grace System of Perception is available to every believer.

6) The “doer of the Word” does not refer to Christian service.  It refers to the believer who executes the Christian way of life through the intake, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.  He consistently Rebounds as he advances to the top floors of the Divine Domain.

7) The positive believer looks into the mirror of the Word of God, not to produce his own reflection, but to produce the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ,  II Cor. 3:17-18.
8) The great glory that belongs to the believer will never be revealed until the resurrection or Rapture of the Church.  Then the invisible heroes will be the most visible people in eternity.

                 END   of   HEARERS  &  DOERS



              RESUMING  5TH FLOOR DIVINE DOMAIN:   DOCTRINAL ADVANCE
James 1:23- 24  -  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face [soul] in a mirror [the Bible] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  This describes believers who sporadically attend church and believers who are hearers only. They listen to doctrines being taught but then go away and immediately forget what they heard.

James 1:25  -  But the man who looks intently [PARAKUPTO  - to stoop down and look closely] into the perfect law [B.D.] that gives [spiritual] freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it, he will be blessed [+H] in what he does.  

LESSON  # 39   (11-30-03)
19.  Believers who are merely “hearers to the Word” have little if any spiritual momentum.  But believers who are “doers of the word” have their priorities straight and great spiritual momentum.    

20. Just as the adolescent must make a transition from the home into adulthood, the adolescent believer must make the transition from spiritual childhood into spiritual adulthood.

21. Both transitions require humility.  Unlike the child who eventually 

      leaves parental authority behind, the believer must remain under 

      the authority of doctrinal teaching from his right pastor-teacher.

1 Pet. 5:6-7  - Therefore, by casting all your cares on Him, because He keeps on caring for you, you allow yourselves to be humbled [genuine humility -aorist, passive, imperative] under the of God’s mighty hand of authority, that He may promote you [with supergrace blessing] at the proper time [after you reach spiritual maturity].  
LESSON  # 40   (12-7-03)
1 Pet. 5:6-7  - Therefore, because He keeps on caring for you,  by casting all your cares on Him, you allow yourselves to be humbled [genuine humility-aorist, passive, imperative] under the mighty hand of God’s authority, that He may promote you [with supergrace blessing] at the proper time [after you reach spiritual maturity].  






