THE 7th FLOOR    -    Personal  Love  FOR  God
1. How can we finite beings come to know and love God?  We have a huge problem to begin with, the eternal God who created us is infinite, eternal, and invisible whereas we are finite, temporal, and visible.  

2. God solved this problem by taking the initiative and revealing Himself to us through creation and through His Word.  The very order and structure of the universe from the atom to the many galaxies of the universe give evidence of the immanent and transcendent being, which we call "God,"

Rom 1:20  -  For since the creation of the world God's  invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature  -   have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

Heb 11:3 - By faith [doctrine] we understand that the  universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

3. There is no subject more exalted to which the human mind can address itself than contemplating and learning of the person and character of the almighty God of the universe.
4. The love of God is based on the fact that He loved us first before we loved Him.


1 John 4:19-20 - We love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, `I love God' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, is not able to love God whom he has not seen."

Rom 5:8  -  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us."

a. There is no greater problem than to be born spiritually dead under the condemnation of God and to not be able to do able to do anything about it. 

b. We should be eternally grateful to God for taking the initiative in solving our problem through the cross.

· God the Father planned it

· God the Son executed it.

· God the Holy Spirit reveals it.

LESSON  # 62   (5-23-04)
 5.  A problem develops when God’s love is thought to be like the love that we have for each other.  God’s love for us is related to His divine attributes


6.  God’s love for us never increases or decreases because His love does not depend on who and what we are but on who and what He is.  This can be called UNCONDITIONAL LOVE or IMPERSONAL LOVE.

7. God also loves us based on something that is good or attractive about us and this is called CONDITIONAL LOVE or PERSONAL LOVE.       


LESSON  # 63   (6-6-04)
8.  We are commanded to love God: 

          Deut. 6:5 -  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  [Jesus quoted this in Matt. 22:37]

         II Th. 3:5 - May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

        Jude 1:21 - Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus C. to bring you to eternal life.

         Matt. 10:37-  He that loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
 9.   The believer is exhorted to love each member of the Trinity:    

2 Cor .13:14 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you.

       “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ” = Unconditional Love

       “the love of God” = Occupation with Christ

       “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” = Filling of the Holy Spirit         

       These are different ways of how believers express their love for each member of the Godhead.

10.  No one can love God unless he knows God, and no one can know God unless he knows Bible doctrine.
a. You cannot love someone you do not know.

b. Getting emotional, sentimental, or aroused by someone is not love. How quickly a person can get emotionally stimulated is not an accurate measurement of his capacity to love. 

11.  Believers can lose their love for God by becoming distracted.  We all have to    constantly be on guard against distractions  --   Satan’s most effective weapon against advancing believers.  
a. Permitting distraction is to be ignorant of doctrine, and these distractions usually occur at critical points in one’s advance in the spiritual battle.

b. An ignorant believer is a loser believer.  A loser believer can be just as mean and nasty as any unbeliever, and sometimes worse.

c. A distracted believer always becomes emotional.  Emotions, arrogance, and frustration unite to form into the fragmented believer who becomes a monster that can explode when the slightest amount of pressure is exerted.

LESSON  # 64   (6-13-04)
1 John 2:5 - But whoever guards [TEREO] His word, truly in him the love of God has been perfected [TELEIOO, completed].  By this we know that we are in Him.

Jude 21 - Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

Rom. 8:28 - For we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for good, to those who are elected on the basis of a predetermined plan.

James 1:12 - Blessed is the person who perseveres under testing; because when he becomes approved, he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.

Matt. 24:12-13 - Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who endures to the end will be saved.

12.  Capacity for loving God the Father does not come from an emotional surge, but from the Bible doctrine resident in one’s soul.  The capacity to love God is based on thinking God’s Word, not on emotions.

13.  A personal, conditional love for God motivates unconditional love for man.  We cannot have true love for one another unless we first love God.

    I John 5:2 - By this we verify the fact that we keep on loving the children of God, when we love God and execute His mandates.

14.  True love for God always manifests itself in gratitude, I Thes.5:16-18, Col.1:9-12, Col. 2:6-7.
15.  The Greek verb AGAPAO means "to have virtue-love."  The cognate noun is the word AGAPE, meaning virtue-love. Personal love for God the Father and unconditional love for all mankind is the virtue system that produces capacity for true love.

16.  Virtue is the only system of true love and is a synonym for true love in life. There are five concepts of virtue-love:

1) Motivation -  Motivation for all true love comes from personal love for God the Father.

2) Capacity - All true love must have capacity.  Capacity means mental or perceptive ability.  There is no capacity for love until you have Bible doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness as you function under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3) Verification - Verification confirms the authenticity and the accuracy of motivation and capacity for virtue-love.  There is no verification of your capacity for love until you advance upwards through the floors of the Divine Domain.  
4) Validity -  As you advance spiritually, your virtue love is validated with the realization that you know what it means to love God. 
5) Reality – “The proof is in the pudding. “  When  motivation, capacity, verification, and validity are present, you know that you have virtue love.
17. Personal love for God provides the motivation to keep advancing in the spiritual life.  If you love doctrine, you love God
18. Unconditional love for all mankind gives the capacity for personal  love toward others.  Personal love among members of the human race has no virtue.

LESSON  # 65   (6-20-04)     

19.       P.L. for GOD   =  U.L. for MAN

         U.L. for Man  =  P.L. for MAN         

LESSON  # 66   (6-27-04)     
I John 4:19 - We love, because He first loved us.




       

Romans 8:39 - nothing can                      1 John 2:5  - But whoever continues
separate us from to keep His Word in     The Love For God  
The Love Of God.                               has truly been accomplished.                                           

Subjective genitive                                      Objective genitive receives the action.

produces the action                                                                                  
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE            =             PERSONAL LOVE 

OF GOD                                                     FOR GOD
Personal Love                    =             Unconditional LOVE 

FOR GOD                                           For Others 
Unconditional Love           =            Personal Love 

for Others                                      For Others                                           

             PL/G  enables   Ul/o     enables   PL/O
                 
I John 5:1- Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father (PLG), loves those born of Him (ULO).
I John 5:2 – By this (Virtue Love System) we know that we love the children of God (ULO), when we love God (PLG) and observe His commandments.

Mark 12-28 – . . . What commandment is the foremost of all?

Mark 12:30 – Jesus answered, “The foremost is, . . . You shall love the Lord your God” (PLG) 

Mark 12:31 – The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself (ULO).  There is no other commandment greater than these.”

                                      V I R T U E     L O V E  

           CONSISTS  OF PERSONAL LOVE  FOR  GOD     and      

           UNCONDITIONAL  LOVE FOR  EACH  OTHER.

LESSON  # 67   (7-4-04)     
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LESSON  # 68   (7-11-04)     

15. The Greek verb AGAPAO means "to have virtue love."  The cognate noun is the word AGAPE, meaning "virtue love."  Personal love for God the Father and unconditional love for all  mankind is the virtue system that produces capacity for true love.

16. Virtue is the only system of true love and is a synonym for true love in life. There are five concepts of virtue-love:  

1) Motivation -  Motivation for all true love comes from personal love for God the Father.


LESSON  # 69   (7-18-04)     
INHABITING  VERSUS  INHERITING

                                                                         July 25, 2004

The choices you make in the remaining time you have on this earth will determine if you will   merely inhabit or whether you will inherit the kingdom of God.  There is an enormous difference between inhabiting and inheriting. Illustration: The rights and privileges of a person who resides in a high-rise apartment building are vastly inferior to those of the one who owns it.

The Bible speaks of two different types of inheritance for believers.  One is non-meritorious and one is meritorious. One requires no diligence on our parts and the other one does.

Inheritance #1 

a. Requirement:  Faith alone in Christ alone.

b.   It includes eternal life and is a guarantee that you will inhabit heaven forever, Matt. 25:34, Gal.3:18 & 29, 4:6-7, Eph. 1:13-14,  Titus 3:7, Heb. 1:14, 
c.   It is based on being a child of God.

     Gal. 4:6-7  -  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father”.  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has also made you an heir.

d.  It is positional in nature, based on positional sanctification, we are “In Christ”.

e.  It cannot be cancelled, lost, or forfeited.

1 Pet. 1:3-5 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who          

according to his great mercy has caused us to be born again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God  through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Inheritance #2

a. Requirement:  faithfulness, obedience, diligence, works, spiritual growth.

Col. 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the  Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the  

 Lord as a reward. 

     Heb. 10:35-36 - So do not throw away your confidence [Personal Sense of Destiny]; 

     it will be richly rewarded [at the JSC].  You need to persevere [in learning doctrine] 

     so that when you have done the will of God [grown up spiritually] , you will receive 

     what he has promised [Blessings in time, inheritance rights and privileges in heaven]..                            

     Acts 20:32 - Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can 

     build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

b.  Regeneration is based on faith alone, but discipleship is based on works.

        c.  It includes authority, rewards, decorations, special rights, privileges, and opportunities, 

      promised to those who will inherit the Kingdom of God, Rom. 8:17, Col. 3:22-24, Heb. 6:11-12. 

d.  It is experiential in nature. based on our experiences or what we do.

e.  It can be lost, cancelled, or forfeited. 

Rom. 8:16-17  -  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's 

children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs, heirs of God [Inheritance #1] 

and co-heirs with Christ [Inheritance #2], if indeed we share in his sufferings 

 [undeserved suffering]  in order that we may also share in his glory.

II Timothy 2:11-13  -  For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him [inheritance #1]  if we endure, we shall also reign with Him [inheritance #2].  If we deny Him, He will also deny us [rewards, inheritance #2]; if we are faithless, He remains faithful for He cannot deny Himself [we will still receive inheritance #1].

Heb. 3:14  - We have come to share in Christ [i.e., share His authority and glory] IF 

 we hold firmly till the end [till the end of our lives] the confidence we had at first.

Eph. 5:5  - For this you know for certainty, that no immoral or impure person or 

covetous man who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of God, I Cor. 6:9-10, Gal. 5:17-21  

Paul said believers suffer loss at the JSC,  but what will they lose?  Their right to   

inhabit heaven?  Absolutely not!  They will lose their right to inherit heaven, I Cor. 3:15.
COMPARISONS:

LAND OF CANAAN

1.   Many compare the promise of the land of Canaan made to the Israelites with the promise of heaven given to those who believe in Christ.  However it must be remembered that the original group of Israelites did not inherit the land because of their failure to obey God.

2.   Our failures and disobedience do not keep us out of heaven, but they do keep us from inheriting it.  Just as they forfeited their earthly inheritance through disobedience, we can also forfeit our future heavenly inheritance rewards by doing the same.

LESSON  # 70   (7-25-04)     










3. Failure to enter Canaan is not to be equated with not going to heaven.  Remember, neither Moses nor Aaron were allowed to enter Canaan because of their disobedience, but they certainly went to heaven.

4.   Joshua and Caleb inherited the land because they “followed the Lord wholeheartedly,”  Josh.14:8-9

5.   Those who inherited the earthly land were rewarded with authority and dominion over it just as those who inherit the heavenly land will have authority and dominion over it.

FIRSTBORN

1. The first born of the Israelite families had extra blessings in that he would receive a double inheritance, Deut. 21:17.  Of course, the firstborn did nothing to  earn or deserve it.
2. The firstborn rights were given provisionally, meaning that while the inheritance was his, he could lose it.  Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob, but he lost his inheritance because of his misconduct.
3. Esau was the firstborn of Isaac, but he thought so little of his inheritance that he sold it for a single meal.
       Heb 12:15-17 - See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. Afterward, as you know, when he  wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could 

      bring about no change of mind, though he  sought the blessing with tears.  
4.  Believers today are firstborn sons as we are in Christ who is the firstborn among many brethren,  Rom. 8:29.   All sons were heirs but only the firstborn had the elevated status, authority, and double blessings as long as he was worthy of his position.  We, like Esau or Reuben, can squander our inheritance. 

INHERITANCE - REST

1.  There is an experiential type of rest that we enter into when we Faith-Rest whereby we maintain an RMA as we trust the Lord to fight our battles.   However, there is another type of rest that is more 

      final in its nature. 

2.  God’s plan for us does not stop when we are saved. He has work for us to do and things to accomplish.   

      He provides everything necessary for these things to be done and He expects us to do them.  When 

      our work is completed, then we enter into His rest and are rewarded for our faithful service.

3.  The pattern was set by God Himself when He finished the work of creation amd He rested.  When the second generation of Israelites entered the land of Canaan and drove out the pagans, they rested.

      Heb. 4:10-11 -  For anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God           

      did from his.  Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall

      by  following their example of disobedience [first generation of Israelites].
      Heb. 4:1 - Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of 

       you should seem to come short of it.

4.  How do we make sure that we will not come short of that inheritance rest?  By accomplishing the work God has for us; by persevering in being a faithful servant until the end of our days, Matt. 25:21.  Paul certainly understood this principle.

      2 Tim. 4:6-8 - For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for  my departure.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

CONCLUSIONS:
1. Believers who merely inhabit heaven will lose out on earth and in heaven for all eternity.

2. Through ignorance or arrogance, they ignore God’s call to grow and serve, expecting no consequence for their disobedience and disregard for the authority of our almighty God.

3.  They take comfort in knowing that they will at least be in heaven, but that notion will not protect them from the shame they will experience at the JSC.  Nor will it be much of a consolation when they face eternity knowing what could have been.   
4.  Those who love God obey Him,  John 14:15 -  If you love me you will keep my commandments. 

5.  Those who love God love His Word.  They have an insatiable desire to learn more doctrine.  

6.  They are eager to serve Him, and their Personal Sense of Destiny motivates them to keep running to win the prize.  It reminds them of the great inheritance awaiting them in heaven when they are suffering under the pressures of adversity.

7. The idea that simply inhabiting heaven is enough is a copout for loser believers.  It fosters a habit of 

       taking the line of least resistance which is a formula for defeat rather than victory.

  8.  Winners are grateful to God for all that he offers them and utilize His grace to the maximum as they go for the gold, a magnificent inheritance, that God has provided them.

9.  May we all have Paul’s determination:

     Phil. 3:14  -  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.


LESSON  # 71   (8-1-04)     

1)  Motivation -  Motivation for all true love comes from personal love for God the Father.

2) Capacity - All true love must have capacity.  Capacity means mental or perceptive ability.  There is no capacity for love until you have Bible doctrine circulating in your  stream of consciousness as you function under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

LESSON  # 72   (8-8-04)     
3)  Verification - Verification confirms the authenticity and the accuracy of motivation and capacity for virtue-love.  There is no verification of your capacity for love until you advance upwards through the floors of the Divine Domain.

4)  Validity -  As you advance spiritually, your virtue love is  validated with the realization that you know what it means to love God.
5)  Reality – “The proof is in the pudding. “  When  motivation, capacity, verification, and validity are present, you know that you have virtue love.

17. Personal love for God provides the motivation to keep advancing in the spiritual life.  If you love doctrine, you love God.
18. Unconditional love for all mankind gives the capacity for personal  love toward others.  Personal love among members of the human race has no virtue.

19. For the unbeliever, there is no true love without morality, and for the believer, there is no true love without virtue.  Man needs a power greater than himself to generate virtue, and of course, God provides that inside the Divine Domain.
20. Virtue comes from the Latin word “Virtus” which is based on the root word “vir” referring to courage, strength, and excellence in physical, mental, and moral standards.  Virtue refers to man as God designed him to be.

     2 Pet.1:3-4 - His divine power  [inside the Divine Domain]  has given us everything we need for life  [logistical grace]  and godliness [blessings of maturity]  through the true knowledge of Him  [J.C.]  who called us by his own glory and excellence  [VIRTUE, arête].   4)  Through these  [the glory and virtue produced inside the Divine Domain]  He has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them  [Bible doctrine learned and applied]  you may become partakers of the divine nature  [including virtue] and escape the corruption that is in the world  [Cosmic System]  by lust.

21.  We believers are commanded to concentrate on having virtue in our lives.     Phil. 4:8 - 
        . . . If there is any excellence [arête, virtue] and anything worthy of praise, concentrate on these things.  

22.   When believers say WWJD, “What Would Jesus Do?”, they are really asking, “What is the virtuous thing to do in this case?”

23.  Christian virtue is not superficial adherence to religious tradition or self-righteous observance of taboos; it is strength of character based on Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.     

24.  All virtue has direction.  Motivational virtues are directed toward God and functional virtues are directed toward man and circumstances.
LESSON  # 73   (8-15-04)     
      



25.   Motivational virtues are related to our priesthood and functional virtues are related to our ambassadorship.            

26.  There is great confusion and trouble when virtue goes in the wrong direction.

27.  Motivation precedes function;  your priesthood precedes your ambassadorship;  your relationship with God precedes and strengthens you in your relationships with people. 

28.   The lack of unconditional love for fellow believers, which can be seen, indicates the lack of personal love for God, which cannot be seen.  Malfunction of the visible means that there 

        is malfunction with the invisible.

29.   Love is only as strong as the virtue behind it.  This is why we can always depend on God’s love for us because He has perfect virtue.  Our standard for virtue is God Himself, not 

        some relative system of human ethics.

30.  Personal love is weak because it is virtue dependent. The only exception is personal love for God because it is a virtue in itself.

31.   Love for God determines capacity for Super Grace blessings,  I Cor. 2:9, James 1:12.

LESSON  # 74   (8-22-04)     

32.  Believer’s with personal love for God have learned how to focus on the solution rather than the problem. They know that focusing on the problem is tantamount to rejecting the divine solution for it.

33.  Believer’s with capacity to love God do not falter when sudden or severe adversity comes into their lives.  

34.  Personal love is transient because it depends on physical attraction, lust, desire, admiration, security, self-improvement, peer pressure, social acceptance, social climbing, stimulation, entertainment, and lack of boredom.  
35.  No believer can be successful in marriage unless he has the right priorities. Right priorities demand that God has first place in your life. God cannot have first place unless Bible doctrine has number one priority. You make it a point to learn it EVERY DAY !

36.  Personal love has a major role to play in marriage for believers.

       Eph.5:25  -  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it;

       The husband is commanded to live with his wife on the basis of knowledge 1 Pet 3:7

       Love without virtue is marriage without happiness.

37. For those who are not married, human viewpoint says, "Find the right person."  Bible doctrine says, "Be the right person." A person is no better in marriage than he is as a person. Marriage does not improve him or make him any happier, especially if he is not already a happy person. An arrogant person has no capacity for marriage and an emotional person is self-destructive in marriage.  

30. Our love for God is inseparably linked to our intake of the Word.

LESSON  # 75   (9-5-04)     
        1 John 2:5 - But whoever keeps His Word, in him, the love of God truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him. We guard the Word by always keeping it as our number one priority.

1. But whoever keeps His Word  –  This is a conditional clause; only those who comply with this condition will receive what the remainder of the sentence promises. The good news is that anyone can do this.  

a.  1st step  –  believe the gospel

b.  2nd step  –  keep or guard His Word  

c.  Anyone can love God, but it is accomplished by keeping His Word.

d.    It doesn’t matter who you are or what your background might be.

2.   Keeps  - TEREO (  v. pas 3 sg   to keep watch upon, to protectively guard, keep strictly,     This means to make the intake of doctrine your number one priority.

3.  Perfected  -  TELEIOO ( v. ppi 3 sg,  to bring to a state of completion, to be fully developed, to execute fully.

4.  Our part is keeping doctrine our number one priority, active voice, and God’s part is fully developing His virtue love system in us, passive voice.

5.  Know  -  GINOSKO (  v. pai  1 p;  We keep on knowing.

CT - Anyone who keeps on guarding God’s Word by making Bible doctrine their number one priority, in that person His virtue love system  [agape]  has truly been fully developed.  By this, the fact that virtue love has been fully developed in us, we keep on  knowing that we are in Him [in the middle of His plan, on track, thinking and doing things that pleases Him].
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