LESSON  # 76   (9-12-04)     
THE 8th FLOOR - UNCONDITIONAL Love FOR MAN  
1.    Personal love always emphasizes the object of love. Unconditional love always emphasizes the integrity, honor, humility and virtue of the subject.

2.    Personal love is always conditional, and of course, unconditional love is not. It doesn’t matter if the object is unattractive, unpleasant, obnoxious, or rude.

3.    Personal love is for friends and family whereas unconditional love is for everyone. Unconditional love for others is commanded but personal love is not.

4.     Personal love is a possessive and a subjective attitude toward a few. Impersonal love is an objective and relaxed attitude toward the entire human race.

5.    Personal love is about man’s ego and unconditional love is about man’s virtue. Personal love depends on the virtue of unconditional love to maintain its stability.

6.     One of the ironies of this life is that when we allow our relationships with people to become more important to us than our relationship with God, we doom those very relationships.  

7.    We never have unconditional love for others until we first have love  for God because we have no natural motive within our sinful selves to love everyone.




            

8.     It is imperative that we learn and use unconditional love in our lives because if we don’t, our relationships will simply not last and our daily contact with others will drive us out of our minds.

9.    Our capacity to love increases as our impersonal love increases.

10.  Unconditional love is not emotional.  Emotions were designed to appreciate relationships, but they were never designed to establish or to maintain them.  Love is thought, not emotion.
LESSON  # 77   (9-19-04)     
Unconditional love is commanded

John 15:12 & 17 - This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.  These things I command you, that you love one another.

Rom.13:8 - Owe no man anything but to love one another: for he that loves another has fulfilled the law.

1 Pet.2:17 - Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

1 Pet.3:8 -  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.

I Jn.3:23 -  And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.

Mark 12:30-31 -  And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength: this is the first commandment.

Mark 12:30-31 - And the second is like namely this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.

Gal.5:14 - The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

James 2:8 - If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.

Note: The last three verses listed above do not imply that the love for self is the standard to be used to love others. The standard must be based on the spiritual self-esteem of the believer.  

Prov.19:8 -  He who gets wisdom [B.D.] loves his own soul [spiritual self-esteem]; He who keeps understanding, prospers [is promoted into spiritual adulthood].     
Spiritual self-esteem is not developed in the believer until he has reached the sixth floor of the Divine Domain which is the beginning of the sophisticated spiritual life.

LESSON  # 78   (9-26-04)     
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE & THE ROYAL FAMILY HONOR CODE

1. Definition – an aristocracy, a governing body of upper class usually made up of an hereditary nobility. All believers are spiritual aristocrats because when they were born again, they became part of the royal family of God. Jesus Christ founded our royal dynasty by His sinless life and His victory over Satan on the cross, earning Him the title, “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

2. His example has been passed on to us which can be seen as an 

    honor code that is taught throughout the New Testament.

3. Two requirements are absolutely necessary for The Royal Family Honor Code (RFHC) to function in the life of a believer:

1)  The filling of the Holy Spirit

2)  Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.

4. God the Holy Spirit uses the Bible doctrine resident in the believer’s soul to produce integrity needed to live by the RFHC. The Laws of Divine Establishment and morality are for the entire  human race and do not need supernatural power to execute. While the RFHC does not exclude morality, it far surpasses it by including standards greatly superior to morality that apply only to God’s royal family.

5. “Live and let live” is the guiding principle of the RFHC. This includes: privacy -  It is imperative that we respect the privacy of others.   Every believer has the right to attend a local church without his personal life or business being an issue, without being maligned or gossiped about, and without being the subject of criticism or rumor. Privacy includes  tolerating erroneous ideas of others on nonessential matters. 

“AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER”   FAIRYTALE

a. Unconditional love solves problems whereas personal love manufactures problems.  Personal love complicates life by combining the problems of two people, an amalgamation that can intensify stress in life.

b. Unconditional love is a relaxed mental attitude toward all whereas personal love is a intense and possessive attitude toward a few.

c. A lack of reciprocation in personal love intensifies frustration and disillusionment that usually results in not-so-pretty emotional reaction.

d.  When personal love lacks the support of unconditional love, the object of your love controls your life and  becomes the custodian of your happiness.

e.  Reaction to others means you have given control of your life to someone else and only virtue love can protect you from this.

6. It must be the HS who convicts us from the teaching of the Word and not our peers who fail to mind their own business.

7. Documentation concerning respecting other people’s privacy:

        II Th, 3:11-12  -  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread  [idiom for minding your own business].

       1 Tim. 5:13  -  Besides, they [young widows] get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.

       Rom. 14:10 & 13 - You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat.  13) Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.

       Rom. 14:4   -  You, who are you to keep judging a servant that belongs to another?  To his own Lord he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.   We are never called upon to change or to reform others – BD does that. Prodding and coercion only drives people away. So what can you do? Pray for them and set a good example.

8.   The old sin nature in all of us seeks unconditional love from others but offers only conditional love in return.

9.   Unconditional love excludes retaliation, revenge, prejudice discrimination, arrogance, hatred, self-righteousness, self-pity,  jealousy, implacability, vindictiveness, slander, gossip, maligning, manipulating, and judging.

10. Luke 6:31-37 demonstrates the commonality of personal love. 

11. Unconditional love is so powerful that there is no person in the world that you cannot tolerate.  Bible doctrine in the soul builds virtue and integrity in the believer that exceeds the unattractive-  ness in the worst kinds of people.

12. Unconditional love does not involve personal feelings or emotions but is characterized by sensitivity, thoughtfulness, courtesy, & good manners towards others, even when they don’t deserve it.

13. Lack of unconditional love always produces unrealistic expectations.

14. Since it is a spiritual function, it cannot be duplicated by unbelievers or by carnal believers.

15. You will derive more happiness from having unconditional love for many than you will ever have loving only a few personally.

LESSON  # 79   (10-10-04)   

14.  Without uncondtitional love, we are vulnerable to:

· personality conflicts

· legalism due to moral degeneracy

· unfaithfulness due to immoral degeneracy

· lack of motivation to continue relationships due to physical, mental, or spiritual changes.   

15. You should not depend on others in order to be happy, but if you haven’t developed unconditional love through the intake of doctrine, that is exactly what will happen. You will depend on them and suffer the consequences. 

16. The only person you can change is yourself. Changes must come from the consistent intake of doctrine, not from pressure from other people.

17. What you don’t know can hurt you. Ignorance is not bliss; it is disaster. Believers who know nothing about the RFHC and unconditional love will never experience real stability and capacity for happiness.
18. Unconditional love does not mean that one must endure or tolerate abuse or anything that might cause harm, nor is anyone required to be a party to anything illegal or immoral in order to comply with the principle of UL.

19. All human relationships depend on unconditional love for their success as well as their perpetuation. It cannot be developed by gritting your teeth and making yourself  be nice to people you don’t like or who rub you the wrong way. It can only be developed by growing spiritually as you advance through the floors of the Divine Domain.  

