THE NINTH FLOOR – OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST
LESSON  # 80   (10-10-04)   
1.    Occupation with Christ  (O/C) is personal love for our Lord Jesus Christ through maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness of the heart by means of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  
2.    I Cor.2:16 says that we have the mind of Christ. This refers specifically to the mystery doctrines of the Church Age. You can’t love anyone until you know what  they think.

3.    Having the thinking of Christ results in O/C in contrast to having preoccupation with self and people.
LESSON  # 81   (10-17-04)   
4.   When we reach the point of occupation with Christ, then we have the mental attitude and thinking of our Lord.

5.    1 Peter 1:8 - And even though you have not seen Him, you love Him  [occupation with Christ]; and though you do not see Him now but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with inexpressible happiness [+H] and full of glory.

6.   Capacity to love someone who is invisible requires a tremendous amount of information (Bible doctrine) in the soul.  

7.   There are two commands that must be obeyed before O/C can develop, and they are found in Heb. 12:2  -  Be concentrating on Jesus . . ., and in I Pet. 3:15  -  But sanctify the Lord Christ in your heart . . .
8.   O/C results in tremendous happiness and glory. The glory is invisible glory to man, but very visible to the angelic creatures. The same Shekinah glory that filled the Tabernacle and the Temple now fills the believer's soul who is filled with the H.S.

9.   Occupation with Christ is also referred to as fellowship with the Son.  1 Cor. 1:9 - God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son [O/C], Jesus Christ our Lord.    

10.  II Cor. 13:14 refers to fellowship with the Holy Spirit which is another way of describing the filling of the Holy Spirit. We must first have fellowship with the Holy Spirit before we can have fellowship with Christ.

11. We can have fellowship with the Holy Spirit without having fellowship with Christ, but we cannot have fellowship with Christ without first having it with the Holy Spirit.

12. One of the tremendous benefits in having O/C is encouragement. 

       Phil. 2:1-2 - If there is any encouragement from being united [occupied] with Christ [and there is], if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2) then make my joy complete by being like-minded [with divine viewpoint], having the same [virtue] love, being one in spirit and purpose.

13. We all need encouragement from time to time, and those who are O/C do not have to depend on circumstances or people for encouragement.

LESSON  # 82   (10-24-04)   

The attainment of occupation with Christ is gradual

1.   Our Lord becomes our role model over time:

Eph.3:14-19  -  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15)  Of whom the whole family in the heavens and earth is named, 16)  That he would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; 17)  That Christ may dwell  [ be at home]  in your hearts  [O/C]  by faith  [B.D.] and in  [virtue] love,; that you, being rooted [pt.rp] and grounded [pt.rp] 18)  May be able to comprehend with all saints  [GSP] what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19)  And to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge [gnosis], that ye might be filled  [pleroo v. aps]  with all the fullness [pleroma] of God.

LESSON  # 83   (11-7-04)   
2.   The fullness of God is acquired when there is a maximum amount of  epignosis doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.  No believer reaches pleroma status unless he is Occupied with Christ.   

3.   O/C occurs through consistent perception, metabolization, and utilization of doctrine.  It doesn’t happen overnight !

(See  OPERATION Z  Overlay)
LESSON  # 84   (11-14-04)   
· Perception / Reception  –  Hearing the Word of God taught

· Metabolization / Retention   –  Believing it.  Def. of metabolization:  The chemical changes in living cells by which energy is provided for vital process and activities and new material is assimilated to repair the waste.  Bible doctrine in the soul does this on a spiritual level.
· Utilization  / Recall  –  Applying B.D. to the circumstances of life.
 4.   As you grow spiritually, your relationship with the Lord strengthens &  subtle changes develop in your soul.  Dependence on people changes into dependence on the Lord.

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD VS. FELLOWSHIP WITH PEOPLE

1. Occupation with Christ results in God-emphasis taking precedence over people-emphasis. Fellowship with God is infinitely more important than fellowship with people.  

LESSON  # 85   (11-21-04) Mt.7, The Narrow & The Wide Gate;  The Lord Will Not Know False     

      Teachers At The Great White Throne Judgment   

LESSON  # 86   (11-28-04)
2.   O / C eliminates human viewpoint towards others:

      II Cor. 5:15  -  He [Christ] died a substitute for all  [unlimited atonement], in order that those who live  [inside the Divine Domain] should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and was resurrected [O/C]. Therefore, in the future, we regard no one from the flesh [human viewpoint] even though we have known Christ [as unbelievers] from the flesh[ human viewpoint].
a. Human viewpoint towards others makes you miserable. It is totally void of any manifestation of unconditional love.

LESSON  # 87   (11-28-04)
        b.  Human viewpoint can be recognized by :

                1)  Arguing with others about everything, 

                2)  Intolerance of anyone else’s opinions,


  3)  An attitude of revenge, getting even with people,

                4)  Hypersensitivity about self, insensitivity towards others,

                5)  Constant complaining about things other people do.

3.    True Christian fellowship is fellowship with God the Father, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and occupation with Christ.  Fellowship with other Christians can be a wonderful experience, but only if it is preceded by true Christian fellowship.

4.    Believers do not grow up spiritually or execute the plan of God through Christian fellowship or interaction with people.  Fellowship with God is commanded while fellowship with other Christians is optional.  

5.    There is nothing wrong with having fellowship with others, but it will be unrewarding and short-lived if human viewpoint creeps in and the Royal Family Honor Code is ignored.

6.    God demands that He be first in our lives, numero uno, priority # 1, second to none, Matt..10:37, Matt..22:37-40.  

LESSON  # 88   (12-12-04)
       Personal love for God always precedes unconditional  love for others. 

7.    We must always be more concerned about what God thinks about us than what others think about us. Our motivation to please Him must always supercede our desire to please others.
8.    God must come first in your life in order for you to execute God's plan. While there's nothing wrong with having relationships with people, the issue is that people should not be your number one priority.

9.    Jer.17:5  -  Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who puts his trust in mankind, who depends on people for his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.’

10.  To depend on people for strength means that you have to get your encouragement to live the Christian life from fellowship with other Christians, from being told how wonderful you are, and from being pumped up. And if you do, you're in trouble. Sooner or later people will let you down, but the Lord never will.

11.  Fellowship with other believers may be uplifting, but true encouragement comes from inside from Bible doctrine and from fellowship with God.

12.  One who turns his heart away from the Lord  is one who has negative volition  towards doctrine. Inevitably, the more one depends on people, the more one turns away from Bible doctrine. People who are spiritually malnourished seek happiness from the approbation or manipulation of others. 
12. Jer.17:6  - For he [negative believer] will be like a tumbleweed in the desert;   he will not see prosperity when it comes, but he will live in parched places of the desert, a land of salt  where no one lives [has no capacity for life].
13. A tumbleweed, negative believer, has no roots, no doctrine, and is carried away in whatever direction the wind  his emotions, is blowing. A believer who isn’t learning and applying doctrine is an unstable, hypersensitive person who lives by his emotions and will turn on you if there is the slightest disagreement or irritation.

14. Jer.17:7 - But happy is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.

15.Trust and confidence always accompany O/C. It doesn’t matter how much money, fame, success, talent, beauty, or intelligence a person has, if he is not O/C, he is unstable, unsatisfied, and unhappy.

LESSON  # 89   (12-26-04)
16.You should strive to make friends with positive believers who have virtue, integrity, and who understand the principle of live and let live. See II Timothy 3:2-5, Rom. 16:17-18 , II Thes. 3:6.  These are those special believers that you can be around and just be yourself.

17.But one thing must be remembered, it is not the good character of your friends that insures great relationships, but your own personal relationship with the Lord.

18. Christian fellowship can be absolutely wonderful, but it can never take the place of fellowship with God. It cannot advance you spiritually. Only B.D. can do that. 

19. Spiritually mature friends can be encouraging, be great examples, and even be helpful explaining doctrine, but they cannot take the place of your right pastor-teacher. God expects us to become spiritually self-sustaining through the consistent intake of doctrine as taught from a pastor-teacher.  

 20. Churches that do not make the teaching of God’s Word their number one priority usually emphasize programs, retreats, pageants, pot-luck dinners and fellowship. Many, many, churches have become nothing more than country clubs with a cross hanging on the front of the building.

LESSON  # 90   (1-2-05)
paul demonstrated the ultimate in o/c

      phil.1:20-21 -  I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  21) for to me, to live is  christ and to die is gain.
The apostle Paul diligently labored teaching doctrine so that all believers could join him in the sentiment expressed above. This is how he expressed it to the Galatians: My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you [until you are O/C], Gal. 4:19. Christ would be formed in them as He is formed us, O/C. The way to be occupied with the living Word is by being occupied with the written Word.

(See  ARK OF THE COVENANT  Overlay)
                          Occupation                Indwelling 
                            with   Christ                 of   Christ
Includes                  Adult Believers                 All Believers
Timing                      Post-Salvation                   At Salvation
Possession                   Can Be Lost                 Can’t Be Lost
Location                      In Our Souls                 In Our Bodies
An Experience                          Yes                                    No                 
Comparison                  Filling / H.S.            Indwelling / H.S.
Spiritual Status           Spiritual Only              Spiritual/Carnal

LESSON  # 91   (1-9-05)
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN O/C AND THE INDWELLING OF CHRIST

1.  Occupation with Christ characterizes the Christian who is in spiritual adulthood and is an experience.

2.  Whereas the Indwelling of Christ happens to every believer, is permanent whether they are winners or losers in their spiritual lives, and is not an experience, John 14:20; Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 2:20; Col 1:27;& 1 John 2:24.
3.  Occupation with Christ is an experience that belongs only to the positive believer who advances to spiritual adulthood.

4.  In the O.T., the Shekinah Glory dwelt in the Temple, a physical building; now the Shekinah Glory resides in the physical bodies of believers.

5.  The Indwelling of Christ is a status quo, not an experience. Christ at home in our right lobes is O/C, is an experience, and is related to spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity.

6.  Phrases related to O/C:

    Gal 4:19  -  Christ being formed in you.

    Eph 3:17 -  Christ at home in your right lobes.

    Phil.1:20  - Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
7.  Occupation with Christ makes an issue out of Bible doctrine, right priorities, execution of the God’s plan, and the glorification of God in this dispensation of the Church.

8.  Believers in the Church Age are Indwelt by Christ. Occupation with wrong priorities in life results in preoccupation with self to the exclusion of metabolized doctrine in the right lobe.  Phil. 3:10  -  I may know Him.  This means you come to understand who and what Christ is by putting together all the doctrine you have ever learned.
      C.T.   Eph.3:17  -  That Christ may be at home in your hearts through 

     doctrine [the object of faith] when you have been rooted and established in 

      virtue-love.  [rooted and grounded are both perfect, passive, participles]  

	Indwelling of H.S.
	   Posi    Positional

  Sanctification
	 Permanent
	 In the Body
	   Carnal or

   Spiritual

	Filling of the H.S.


	   Experiential

  Sanctification
	Temporary
	 In the Soul
	   Spiritual  

	Baptism of the H.S.
	               Positional

  Sanctification
	 Permanent
	 Body of C.     
	   Carnal or

   Spiritual

	Walking by the H.S.
	               Experiential

  Sanctification
	Temporary
	 In the Soul
	   Spiritual  

	Indwelling of J.C.
	               Positional
  Sanctification
	 Permanent
	 In the Body
	   Carnal or

   Spiritual

	Occupation w/ Christ
	              Experiential

  Sanctification
	 Temporary
	  In the Soul
	   Spiritual  


LESSON  # 92   (1-16-05)
OCCUPATION  WITH  CHRIST  VERSES:

Hebrews 11:27  -  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.

Jeremiah 9:23-24  -  Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches;  24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the LORD.
Psalm 16:8  -  I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

Psalm 139:17-18  -  How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them!  18 If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand. When I awake, I am still with Thee.
Psalm 37:4-5  -  Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Hebrews 12:3   -  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.  

Philippians 3:7-8  -  But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but dung in order that I may gain Christ [O/C].





Ephesians 3:19  -  and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge [gnosis], that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God.
























